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Cantate e canzonetta (1676), %1. Encoded and edited by Sarge Gerbode.
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My attempt at translation:

A beautiful woman -- what can she do, what is possible for her?
Heaven has given her a beautiful face;
Love has given her darts for glances, her face is a snare.
Whether silent or speaking, she contains all beauty.
A beautiful woman -- what can she do, what is possible for her?
A graceful appearance, with the curve of swan,
Shoots arrows into every heart.
And such warmth in a shining glance,
Her lovely face a burning torment to a constant breast.
Oh heavens! Who has ever seen a more rare beauty than my adored sun,
If her graceful appearance is like the most beautiful April roses;
See her reigning, spangled with rays, on a proud throne,
Where her her splendid beauty ignites hearts.
Yes, yes, her graceful beauty forces one to languish.
She has a laughing mouth, an eye that kills -- resist if you can!
No, no, you can't escape that amorous blow!
I cannot resist the fatal darts of a blind one with wings.

-9-


